Akamai Solution Brief

Akamai API Security Active Testing

Continuous automated API security penetration testing
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Akamai API Security Active Testing continuously simulates real attack paths against your
APIs to find vulnerabilities that scanners and periodic penetration tests often miss. It
helps AppSec, DevSecOps, and development teams deliver safer APl implementations
quicker to market.

APIls change faster than traditional security testing can keep up. New endpoints
appear with every release. Authentication flows become more complex. Business

logic changes across environments. Al-assisted development accelerates APl creation
and increases the amount of code that may look correct but has not been validated in
real-life conditions.

Active Testing helps teams close that gap. Itis not another scanner, and it is not
areplacement for manual penetration testing. It fills the space between them,
continuously and automatically pentesting APIs by simulating realistic attacks, validating
exploitability, and giving teams the evidence they need to fix issues before release.

Why Akamai API Security Active Testing is different

It fills the gap between scanners and pentests

Scanners are useful for crawling, fuzzing, and input validation, but they often miss API
risks that depend on authorization, workflow order, object access, and business logic.
Manual pentesting goes deeper, but itis periodic and hard to scale across every APl and
release. Active Testing gives teams automated, continuous, and repeatable API security
testing that keeps pace with development.

It validates real-world exploitability

Code analysis and static tools can point to possible issues, but they cannot tell how an
APl behaves with real authentication, state, dependencies, and business logic — resulting
in a lot of false-positive noise. Active Testing sends real traffic to APIs under test (using
simulated but realistic conditions), helping teams confirm whether an issue is actually
exploitable and giving developers clearer evidence to understand, reproduce, and fix it.

It is built for how APIs actually break

APIs are often exploited through broken object access, weak authorization, excessive
data exposure, partner misuse, workflow abuse, and multistep interactions, not just
malformed input. Active Testing is designed to test those API-specific paths so teams
can find vulnerabilities that traditional web application scanners often miss.

Akamai API Security
Active Testing benefits

Find vulnerabilities scanners miss
Simulate API-specific attack paths

to uncover authorization gaps, business
logic flaws, and multistep workflow risks.

Extend the value of pentesting
Increase APl security coverage
between manual engagements
with continuous, repeatable testing.

Build fast and fix continuously

Run tests during development and
pre-production, on demand, on a
schedule, or through CI/CD workflows.

Validate real exploitability
Prioritize issues based on
runtime-tested evidence
instead of theoretical findings.

Give developers actionable proof
See affected endpoints, triggered
tests, reproduction context,

and business risk so teams can fix
issues faster.

Support Al-era development safely
Active Testing capabilities are

exposed through MCP so AppSec and
development teams can use agents and
Al coding assistants to run tests, analyze
evidence, and accelerate remediation
with suggested code fixes.
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How Akamai API Security Active Testing helps

Test APIs before
they reach production

Simulate API-specific
attack paths

Reduce setup friction

Give developers
evidence they can acton

Run APl security tests

in lower environments,
pre-production, and
controlled production
scenarios. Teams can test
APlsondemand,on a
schedule, or as part of
CI1/CD workflows.

Test APIs the way attackers
abuse them, including
workflows, authorization
gaps, object access
patterns, and business
logic paths.

Part of Akamai API Security

Onboard APIs from
specifications, Akamai

API Security inventory,

or Al coding assistant
workflows. Run scans using
Akamai-managed SaaS workers,
customer-managed remote
workers, CI/CD workflows,

or scheduled testing.

Show which endpointis
affected, what test triggered
the issue, why it matters, and
how teams can reproduce or
validate the risk. Use agents and
Al coding assistants to interpret
testing findings and suggest
code fixes faster.

Active Testing is part of Akamai API Security, helping teams connect API discovery, posture, runtime behavior, testing, and
remediation. When used with Akamai API Security inventory, teams can prioritize which APIs to test first and identify which issues
should be fixed before release. With MCP, teams can also bring Active Testing functionality and evidence into the agents and Al

coding assistants developers already use.

Test APIs before attackers do

Visit

uncover exploitable risks, and reduce exposure before deployment.
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to learn how Akamai API Security Active Testing can help your teams continuously validate APl security,

akamai.com/security
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