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Security

Pave the way to compliance  
by focusing on four security pillars
Today, organizations worldwide find themselves navigating an increasingly challenging maze of 
regulations — from GDPR and HIPAA to PCI DSS and a growing array of regional mandates. But 
demonstrating compliance readiness isn’t just about satisfying regulators — it’s become essential  
to maintaining trust with customers and internal stakeholders like senior leaders and the board.

Indeed, the implications of compliance failures extend far beyond direct regulatory penalties.  
The costs of non-compliance include business disruption during the investigation and remediation 
stages, reputational damage, and increased legal exposure. If an organization falls afoul of compliance 
mandates, it can lead to lost revenue through customer churn and significant operational costs as 
resources are diverted to remediation rather than innovation. In 2024, the 35 largest breaches globally 
racked up $3 billion in penalties, and 23 of them cited violations tied to the European Union’s General 
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) rules as the cause, according to Forrester.

In the past, security teams addressed compliance as regulations emerged. But now, with technology 
advancing rapidly and attacks growing larger and more intense, compliance needs to be part of the 
discussion as they evaluate tools and maturity models. Teams need to ask themselves: “How will my 
security choices today help me meet compliance requirements now and in the future?”

At Akamai we help customers answer that question by focusing the conversation on four pillars of 
security best practice that also naturally advance key areas of compliance readiness. Those pillars are: 

Achieve visibility across the IT estate 

Prevent lateral movement (across networks, apps and APIs) 

Prevent unauthorized access 

Protect sensitive customer data and account information 

The result yields a clear competitive advantage. Organizations are not only more secure, they are better 
prepared to clear regulatory hurdles. In being more secure and compliant, they are also better able to 
gain the trust of customers and internal leadership.
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